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INTERVIEW WITH

Q
A

Ah, we’re back on the record the time now 1is 6:48 - 1848 hours, same people,
I just accidently hit stop instead of pause. So, ah, let’s go back a little bit since
I have this folder with me now.

Okay.

Go back in time a little bit here, I’ll set this recorder here out of the way. So in
2015 and I just wanna show you some photos here of them doing the cross
bracing is that what you’re talking about there?

That’s correct, yup.

Yeah and just for the record we’re looking at a, ah 000 - 0000028 - 29 excuse
me - 29 and 30, 31 yeah that’s all the stuff we were talking about in 2015?

That’s correct.
Okay.
The bracing, the strapping, yup.

Yeah. So then July - we’re talking about July of 2017 and here you said you
responded, so you weren’t on there when it actually started to give way?

I was not.

Okay. Can you tell me what happened?

Yes, um, I was notified by the overnighter, um, as you’re probably aware
there are staff that remain on site, that we ro- the staff rotated so, um, I was,

ah, notified via phone call, um...

Who was your overnighter at that time?
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Oh God, um, that event it was, ah, _

Okay.

...Ibelieve. Um...

So you get a call from -)

I get a call from ), um - ah, very little detail other than it appears the
site had moved, um, which in our industry was a big deal...

Sure.

...of course. I, ah - at that point I begin making my way - excuse me - I begin
making my way towards, ah - ah, where our vessels were docked, ah, large
marina. At the same time I notified um, and, ah, I believe he
contacted then ), um, who, um - who also
arrived on site shortly after I did. Ah, I also contacted my

) who began making his way from home. Um, when I arrived on
site, um, i1t was evident that we had lost a substantial number of our anchors
on the north side - ah, northish side...

Sure.

...ah, sec- facing site three. Um, I - I don’t know the exact number of anchors,
but it was substantial enough so that the site itself had shifted over and come
to rest on the opposite side anchors.

Okay.

Ah, at that point, um - I - ah, at that point I know (-was on his way up
from Seattle, um - ah...

What time of day is this roughly?

Ah, evening.

Okay.

Um...

But 1t’s summer so there’s still a lot of light?

Still - there was a couple hours left of light.
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Okay.

So at that point, um, we begin, um, contacting, ah, tug vessels and any vessels
in the area, um, that may be able to assist. By assist I mean try and pull the
site in place through the tides...

Sure.

...s0 at least we could begin resetting anchors.

Okay. So you there, ah, on the 22nd, when you got there did you take any
pictures of anything?

Um, I do not have any pictures.

Okay.

Some pictures were taken, um, those, um, I would guess, ah, D&R or the
Department of Ecology may have. They, um, my phone and my top end
computer were, um, I don’t know for lack of a better term, ah, swiped,
scrubbed, whatever. They had a data recovery team come out and go through
my phone, ah, laptop, um, the office computer and stuff, um, I don’t have any
photos I actually looked...

Okay.

..um, I don’t have any left on my phone.

But you had ‘em before?

I believe there was some on there...

And you - they...

..um...

...took ‘em off? You mean that - 1s it (-) took them off?

I mean that it’s in the, ah - I think - I - I - let me say this, I must have taken
some pictures...

Okay.

..um, I don’t have any in my cloud...
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Sure.

...the phone - ah, the company phone I had took a swim...
Oh okay.

...um, a little while ago...

It was an accident?

Yes...

Yeah okay.

...ah, my dog rolled my canoe over...
Oh.

...um, so.

Okay.

Ah, I did check my cloud, I don’t have any stored there, um, and I didn’t have
any - um, I don’t have any.

Okay no problem. When you get there what do you see?

I mean obviously it’s sitting on the other side of anchors, is it damaged?

Ah, there’s some buckling in the walkways...

Okay.

...um - ah, as far as official damage from afar there’s some buckling in the
walkways, the - the shape - the structural integrity of the farm itself definitely
looks to be compromised somewhat.

Okay.

Um, the anchors themselves had to - ah, disconnected from the site, ah, so

there was, um - there was actual damage where the anchor points - the pad
eyes...
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Pad eyes right.

...the pad eyes that connected to the farm - or the anchor line came up to the
pad eyes, those pad eyes, ah, in a lot of cases had, ah, ripped off of the - the
farm itself.

Sure.

Um, so there - there was that, there was damage to that extent as well as sea
walkways, um, and some areas were bent...

Okay.

...(unintelligible) broken.

The, ah - ah, pad eye break and then I have a couple pictures here, ah - I-1
have ‘em somewhere. (Unintelligible) here. I have three pictures, I just got
these today, but, ah, they’re not the best pictures, but they’re - is this what
you’re talking about this walkway - is this a walkway that’s under water here?
That’s correct.

Okay. Now is that - is that walkway bent and leaned over is that what it 1s?

It appears that way.

Okay - okay. So this is what you kind of saw when you got there?

That’s correct.

Okay. Was there more extensive damage then just this too?

Um, no these pictures, ah, speak to the extent of damage.

Okay.

Besides the - the pad as we talked about?

That’s correct.

Right - okay. All right so this thing - now the way it looks to me this thing had

a - and 1n talking to others, it seems like it’s kind of like an accordion that can
move back and forth a little bit, but in this one it was described like it was
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kind of all coming together in one piece in a set is that correct?
Yeah we are - we are discussing - we are speaking of the July (unintelligible).
July exactly yeah.

Um, given the - given the, ah - the design of the cages and the multiple inch
points...

Yeah.

...um, there was clearly, ah, during this event, ah, some as you stated
accordion like, ah, kind of...

Action?

...action yes.

Yeah.

Abh, that action did relax...
Okay.

...as the tide subsided and the current switched, um, to a point where the site
itself relaxed to - back to - not back to its prior, ah, commitment, but it did
relax quite a bit.

Okay. And is this, ah - so let’s keep going in there. You arrive on scene, ah,
the structure clearly has some damage to it, ah, it’s clearly broken away from
all the north - or a lot of the north end anchors, is now sitting in the south end
anchors, ah, but what - what - what did you do?

Um, again, ah, we contacted, ah, as many, ah, tug vessels...
Right

...that we could to assist us with that. Um, first thing that I did was have, ah,
our crew that responded, ah, ), ah, and his deck hand on the
clam digger as well, um, we begin removing, ah, vital equipment, um, and
hazardous material from the site, ah, fuel cells, generators, material. Our - our
first - our first priority was removing, ah, fuel cell compressors, generators off
the site itself, um, and then we begin removing, ah, material as we, ah, are
waiting for assistance with the tugs.
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In - in your opinion at the time was the damage enough that you thought this
thing may go all the way down?

I did not know.

Okay. All right. But it did?

Ah, it did - yeah I - I did not know.
That’s okay. Okay.

Um - ah, at that point -) shortly after that arrived on site, um, he took
leadership of the operation at that point, um, and, ah, for the next several days
- the next four or five days, we worked, ah, resetting anchors, um - ah,
checking the strength in the areas where the anchors connected, um, we, ah -
and all of this is - is in my, ah, Department of Ecology interview as well. Um -
ah, but for the next several days we begin - ah, attempting to set anchors, we
had issues with the tides, um, we make some progress, the tides would run, ah,
set us back, we’d make some progress. So it was a battle for a couple days and
finally we, ah, did get it, um, anchored in position and it was deemed safe for
operation again.

Who - who determines that?
Um, as far as I was concerned, ah, _
Okay.

(Ennis Werr) instructed me to resume operations, feeding, diving, resume
normal - normal operations, um, at that point.

Sure. So you get, ah - there’s 20 - 22 anchors on the whole system roughly...
Approximately.

...you get the majority of them all back together or you get, you know, all of
them back together, ah, what else was done to the structure itself?

Um, we were instructed to install chains, um, across the walkways, ah, these
chains were installed across the out rigor walkways...

Okay.

...so that there’s - not the main bridge, but the out rigor walkways...
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Which are the ones on the outside?

That’s correct - ah, no that would be the perimeter...

Okay.

...s0, ah, perimeter walkways...

Yes.

...main bridge, then the out rigors for these run...

Got it.

...running this way.

Got it okay.

Ah, we installed chain running across those walkways, they were connected to
the anchor points on each side, um, and, ah - as well we did run a chain down
the main walkway...

Okay.

...um, and those were of course for structural support. There was also some
repair work done by (-) and his team on a couple sections of the
perimeter walkways...

Sure.

...that had shown the, ah, most severe damage.

Okay. This 1s a composite photo of two photos taken, is this - this kind of
what you saw when you showed up?

Um, okay so we’re looking towards site one...
And this...

LA

...was taken from...

No this was - this was, um, sometime after my initial arrival.
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When things had mellowed out a little bit? As you can see the...
Mellowed out.

...the bridle on here...

Right so...

...and 1t’s close to the Morning Star...

..thisis...

...there.

Morning Star as you can see there’s a tug from (Culbertson)’s there on site, so
this 1s - this 1s after my initial arrival to end some, ah, support vessels that
arrived and we had been able to install the bridle and had some - excuse...
Right.

...Iny expression.

Ah, would you say that the structure at this point looks better than when you
showed up initially?

Ah, 1t - 1t - based on this photo it does not seem to look better.

Okay, okay. Ah, so obviously this is a picture of the - one of the pad eyes
that’s been broken...

That’s correct.

...and then, ah, just the broken part of it again here?

Correct.

And, ah, this is one of the beams that you were talking about...
Ah, yes.

...and we’re talking about I think there’s 0000044 is the picture, ah, is that
what (-) put on it?

After the July event yes.
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Yeah, all right, okay. That’s a better shot of it, and that’s...
Yup/

...number 46?

Correct.

Okay. Now are these the chains you’re talking about here?
That’s correct.

Ah, who was the engineer on this? Was there a set of plans drawn up, was
there engineering stuff showed up?

I do not know.

Okay.

I was given instructions to set these chains up in this manner.

Okay and it - you don’t know who - who designed it, who talked about it?
I do not..

Okay.

...No.

All right. Ah, you got so more shots of it, the chains themselves?

Ah, it’s the attachment right here.

Yeah just more shots of this chain - the chain right down there...

Correct.

...and hooking to the pad eye...

Attachment point.

...attachment point correct. Okay. Obviously that’s the - the Morning Star...

Yup.
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...picture of the Morning Star, and then here’s - this is a really cool shot, this is
actually the visual from Google Earth...

Mm-hm.

...and you can see from their shot in Google Earth that’s the Morning Start
hooked to it.

Yup.

And, ah, I don’t know what that boat is, but, um - and - and the Morning Star
hooked a bridle to you and kind of held it in place 1s that correct?

That 1s correct.

Okay. How long is the Morning Star there?
Ah I don’t recall...

Okay.

...ah - ah...

No problem.

...couple days yeah...

Couple days yeah.

...a - a while.

Yeah the - when we were talking earlier this is - obviously from this picture
this 1s the northwest corner right here...

Mm-hm.

...and - and it’s - your understanding of this area right here is where it started
to fail...

Um...
...or do you have an idea?

...Idon’t, ah - ah, I don’t have an exact idea...
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Okay.
...as I said, you know, it’s just that I wasn’t on site when it happened. When I

did arrive this entire side and around each corner, ah, multiple anchors had
released and the whole side shifted.

Started shifting, I gotcha okay. These are just more shots of the same thing.
Yup.

That’s actually Google Earth and one of the shots where it was from. Okay.
We’re good with the pictures with there. Um, so you guys rig up the, ah, steel,

) welds it on, puts the - you guys put the chains on, get that all tightened
down, who’s giving the orders to do all this work?

Umn, at that time I was taking all direction from (-).

Okay so he’s - he’s in command of the system, he’s, ah - ah, telling you what
just - should happen.

He’s my - he’s my direct.

He’s your direct port yeah exact - or vice versa right, right. Ah, on this - you
obviously has some sort of catastrophic failure to have the north end all break
loose at one time or another. Obviously it’s probably a domino effect, one
goes, then the next one will go and they’re gonna keep, you know, ‘cause it’s
more strain on all the others?

Likely.

Right. Yeah so in your opinion being the professional you are, what was the
cause of that?

Ah, I-Idon’t...

You don’t have any idea?
No.

Okay.

Ah, I mean - I don’t know, I can’t speculate, I wasn’t there when it happened,
I’'mnot a...
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Right.

...you know - or even a structural engineer...
Sure.

...um, SO.

In your opinion what was the conditions of your net clinging on Pen 2 at that
point?

Um - ah, Pen 2 - Site 2...

Yeah.

...was, um - ah, considerably fouled...
Okay.

...and behind schedule.

Okay so let’s say, ah, let’s give it a scale of one to ten, what’s your thoughts,
ah, one being brand new net, ten being completely plugged?

It was probably a - ah, an eight (unintelligible).

Okay. All right and what was the reason behind the net end being so plugged
up - or bio foul is the way I should say it?

Correct, um, we were, ah, behind schedule, um, due to lack of - lack of net
washing units...

Okay.

...um, we had finished - we had washed the second ones...

Sure.

...nets clean, we had just finished Site 3, and were preparing to get on Site 2.
Okay. So when - let’s say this, ah - you have net end two, ah, and you’re
having issues with the machines as you said, and then you were just finishing

three correct?

I believe so yes.
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Okay. And you’re gonna move to two, when was the last time two got a
thorough cleaning prior to that?

Ah, I don’t know.

Okay would it be, ah, two weeks, would it be a month?

It would’ve been, ah - it would’ve been more than a month.

More than month?

Yeah.

Okay. We talking two, four...

Um...

...and I’m not holding you to exact, but just a...

Yeah...

...thought?

...1t - it would’ve been - it would’ve been two...

Two months?

...three months maybe...

Okay.

...ah, I cannot speak to (unintelligible).

I understand, I’'m not gonna hold you to exact numbers, just a thought on what
- what you think it would be. Um, let me ask you something about nets ‘cause
I don’t know a lot about - well obviously aquaculture, I’'m a - ah, I’'m a cop,
what do you - I - I know that you can take those nets out and leave the fish in
there, replace ‘em, do all that stuff, ah, how long does it take - let’s say we
just had, ah - just Site 2 if you were to take those, ah, net ends out and put in

fresh net ends, how long does that take for the entire site of Site #2?

Um, depending on conditions...
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Sure let’s say hypothetically good conditions...

Hypothetically...

...nice summer day?

...good conditions...

Yeah.

...(unintelligible) tides, we can do, um, safely, um, three nets a day...
Okay.

...and that’s a long day sun to sundown.

Sure. Okay. So it - 1s - how’s that work do you, ah - do you hook the new net
to the old one and just pull it through like a shoe - shoestring or something?

So, um, just got here, assisting them...

Yup

...the net sits in place, um, divers have to release all the control lines...
Okay.

...um, ‘cause there are lines that run through the reams to the weight system,
up to the surface...

Sure.

...ah, so we got until the service can manually, ah, handle those nets. So a
diver has to release all of those lines, ah, in good current because at that point
the nets off, has no...

Nothing holding it...

...1t’s contract...

...together yeah.

...with the weight system, once those are all released, um, the other net which

has been set up, ah - it’s been set up and stretched out on the outside of the
system, um, so it’s, ah - of course it’s kind of difficult to describe, but imagine
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you have your square net and you grab two corners and pinch it together...
Yeah.

...right, you set that net, you know, on the outside, you hold the two corners
back, you drop the other ones down and you have control lines that are tied to
those and the divers follow them down to rings where the divers then cut those
rings, and we have, ah, mechanical, ah, magnets pulling - so we have power
pullage on the surface that are holding those things over. So, um, I guess, ah,
n a nutshell, ah, we leave the one net in place, we drop the other net in and
pull one side over and under it like a sock...

Yup.

...comes up. Once it comes up we then remove the other net, ah - the interior
net, um, we remove that net via a ring in the center floor. So we use a crane to
pull that up and it basically just dumps the fish...

Sure.

...out and pulls it out...

Doesn’t hurt the fish though?

...1f that makes sense. Ah, no...

Okay.

...um, no.

So, ah, how many net ends were in two - about how many pads were in
number two total?

It’s ten - ten cages.

Ten cages? So it would take three and a half days, sun to sundown to replace
the nets?

Um, 1if everything went perfectly...
Yeah let’s see.
...and...

Hypothetically...
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...hypothetically if we ran into no issues which never happen.

I understand ‘cause (-)’s not an easy place to work I understand
that.

Right.

Was there ever any discussion after the initial problem with, ah - in July of
replacing the net ends because they were so foul?

Swapping the nets?
Yeah swapping the net?

Umm, I believe it was brought up, ah, but it wasn’t anything that was followed
up.

Who brought that up do you know?

Um, I don’t recall.

Okay.

Un...

Do you know who shot it down as an idea?

I don’t recall who shot it down.

Okay. All right. But you know that it was somebody you said along the way
somewhere, and we thought about removing the old nets?

Ah, it was - it was a topic that was brought up yeah.

Okay. Now is there - is there anybody - other managers there other than
(Ennis) or is he just the buck stops here guy?

Um, so as far as my capacity he was the buck stops here guy...
Right.

...my direct boss, um, but there were other facility managers that came and
assisted us, um, there were also some, ah, visitors from our, ah - the Canadian
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Group...
Okay.

...um, so from, ah, the east coast of Canada.

Did they just happen to be there or did they come down for this?

The - the - there were a couple of guys that I think just happen to be here
during the July event...

Okay.

...um, for speed events or something else - just happen to be here and were
able to, um, come out and, um, I don’t know what the best was, but they
were....

Sure were they sustained?

...on site. Um, they were...

Okay.

...yeah they were on site.

Were they, ah, guys like you and me that would be pulling chains or were they
guys just giving orders or...

Um, I - I don’t know their capacity...

Okay.

...but they weren’t, ah...

Did you see ‘em doing that stuff?

Um, they were - they were - they were around...
Okay.

...and being helpful yeah...

Okay.
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...and helping in - in whatever capacity they could.

Okay. Ah, so then July ends obviously and you guys get everything stabilized
again, what 1s your opinion of the structure at that point? Do you feel that it’s
stabilized, that it’s safe after it’s had the chains put on it and re-anchored?
Um, I feel - I felt, ah, that it was - that it’s structure was compromised...
Okay.

...um - ah, felt that the structure was compromised just based on - on the
situation, and the (unintelligible), ah, had to be completed, um - ah, again
however I was directed to assume operations.

So did you - what was your opinion on that ten one?

Um - ah, nothing.

Okay.

Not documented...

No I understand...

...and - and, you know, I’m sure...

But...

...(unintelligible).

...did - did you mention it to maybe Mr. (- or someone else?

Um - ah, I don’t recall - I don’t recall bringing it up to Mr. (-, um, that I
was concerned.

Okay. That’s fine, eh, you might not have, you know, and I don’t always talk
back to my boss either I understand.

I was following orders.

No I understand those - I’'m a chain of command guy myself, I know what you
mean. So before we move on to between July and August, you mentioned that
these were tides that were, ah - ah, there’s two types of things here. There’s
current as you know which is flow and then there’s level which is the tide
going up and down, you know, in that kind of water, you know, with the
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depth, ah, are you referring to swift current, or are you speaking of high tide
or low tide for that matter?

Um, current speed.

Current speed okay. So water was moving through there fairly quickly?
Considerably.

Have you ever seen it do that before at Cypress?

Unm, yes.

Okay how often would you say in a year you have that kind of current to
through?

Umm, there are - ah, throughout the year there are a couple episodes of extreme
tides...

Okay.

...um, and of course height - the actual water exchange correlates with - to
some degree with the speed...

Absolutely.
...of - of the current...
Absolutely yeah.

...80 our - our larger tides, um, usually resulted in more of a stronger surge or
stronger, ah, current speed. Um, so there were multiple times throughout the
year that we dealt, ah, very (unintelligible) currents. Um, at the same time, ah,
Cypress Island itself, ah, in that location - Deep Water Bay is, ah, very
difficult based on - on - based on the way it sits and the, ah - the - the bottom
and just, ah - based on Deep Water Bay itself, and the way that it’s kind of
structured, it’s - it’s a difficult site, ah, as far as currents go.

Okay. So two to three times a year you have these kind of tides come through
there, or - and with the current and all that roughly? We’re not gonna hold -
it’s not exact science I know, but so this - and has - has this happened the
entire time you’ve been there?

Yes.
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Okay so you’ve - you’ve become accustomed to this kind of material - or
maternal - ah - ah, situation?

That’s correct.

Okay. So 1s there someone specifically that is in charge of looking at the tides,
ah - and - to predict the tides, you know, like my folks live on the water and I
- they have chide - tide chart so we know roughly when low tide is, you know,
it’s:..

Right.

...fairly accurate, is there someone in the agency - not agency in the company
or there that is responsible that says hey on July 15th we’re gonna have, ah, a
really low tide or we’re gonna have a really fast moving tide, is there

somebody like that warns you about that stuff?

Um, as a group in general, ah, we all - and by we, um, facility managers, the
general manager, etc., um, monitor the tides...

Okay.

...um, and we’re aware.

Is there kinds of precautions you take, ah, on - on a whole, ah, situation or a
site like that when you know you’re gonna have some excessive tides? Is there
anything you can do physically to assist this system?

Umm, ah, the visual inspections...

Okay.

...to make sure that, ah, nothings could be missed...

Sure.

..um, and then, ah - um, in the event of strong tides like that, you could do
your best to - ah, we do our best to insure that, ah, the net walls that will be in
with the current was (unintelligible) as possible.

Right ‘cause what - what 1s happening if the net walls are not more open, ah -
ah, I mean the net meshing is not open, what - obviously flow is not going

through...

It - it increases the drag.
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In dragging the water - okay.

Right.

All right. So, ah, in this particular time and this 1s gonna sound blaming and I
don’t want it to sound like that, but it’s July, you’re aware - were you aware
that there was a big tide coming?

Yes.

Okay. And you know that the cleaning is substandard as we’ve talked about
and pretty excessive bio fouling, was there ever any concern from you to
upper management that says hey this is coming and I’'m not ready, can you
help us out here or anything like that that you’re aware of?

Um, not that I’'m aware of no.

Was management aware of the situation of number two?

Ah, yes.

The management above you?

Yes.

So that’ll be (Ennis Weir)?

Yes.

What was his attitude, ah, the cleaning of the nets and, ah, as you said you
were kind of backlogged because of equipment being down, and you’re on
number three and number two had not been cleaned for approximately two

months, what was his attitude and instructions about that?

Um, I don’t recall any particular, ah, directives other than, ah, you know,
wash - get your nets washed as quick...

Right.
...as you can.

But if you don’t have the equipment to get this done or it’s only moving at a
snail’s pace because of breakage and - and size, the edema as you said is much
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- 1s what half the size would you say of the empty eye?

Ah, it - approximately so like...

Yeah.

...less than half.

Okay so - it - that’s obviously gonna cut your - double your time then, if you -
you’re running only that, so there’s no, ah, yeah I’'m working on it, we’re
getting you more equipment or anything like that, or 1s 1t just handle with -
with what you got?

Um, they - we were - they were working on getting our other MPI repaired...

Okay.

...um, but he had, ah - he acquired the steam washer, ah, from (Ortha Force),
ah, prior to that, um, so...

Okay.

...those - I know those steps were being taken.

Okay. All right. Ah, let’s see - and we talked about the, ah - the - end of July
the lines didn’t break themselves, they just run through the, ah - ah, pad eyes
correct?

Correct.

So the pad eyes actually stretch to the point where they broke?

Ah, they mostly did - mostly did (unintelligible).

Yeah and - and then is the line just loose in the water there is that what’s
happening...

Umn...

...cause I know it’s not a straight shot from bottom to top, it’s that kind of S
pattern almost?

It’s a little bit of a scope...
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Yeah.

...um, some lines were loose in the water...

Okay.

...um, some, ah - some had - had sunk down to the sea floor...
Sure.

...given that they had a chain attached to them where they attach to the
system...

Right.

...s0 1t’s chained from the system line and then chained to the sea floor...
Right.

...S0.

Okay.

Abh, if - if the chain itself had come disconnected from the, ah - the site, ah,
likely that would result in that chain sinking or whatever.

Bring the line with it - yeah. All right. When you put this off - this just popped
I my head - when you’re putting all these back together, ah, after July, ah,
who i1s doing the tensioning on the lines to make sure that you’re getting equal
tension amongst all the anchors?

Um, we were using our vessel to clamp it here...
Okay.

...as well as, ah, the LC - LCM which was a sport vessel that had come up
from Bainbridge to help us also (unintelligible). Um, and, ah, they -
(unintelligible), um, we were, um, just tensioning them to the vessel
(unintelligible).

Okay and - but I don’t know anything about it, but when you’re tensioning
them, is this like a, ah - a screw jack where you just tighten things down and
the - the - the cable becomes taut, or is it just you pull it until it becomes taut,
how does it work, how do you know when you’re getting tension on it?
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Um, you would try to, ah - you try to get it on the right tides...
Okay.

...um, and then we’d also try and mimic the (unintelligible) of the joint
anchors.

Okay.

Um, so the process was to get a line, um, the process would be most of the
time - would be to take the line and pull it, ah, so you’ve got chain coming
from the system, you got your line coming through a thimble...

Yup.

...you pull that line until you get a tension 'til where you think, ah, it’s
appropriate - to where one thinks it’s appropriate...

Right.

...um, tie that off, tie a knot there, secure it and then let it go and you move
down the line.

Got it okay. So just progression across the - the front, you just get ‘em all
down?

Yup.

And then do you go back and tension up the ones that were down before, or is
that good - one time is good?

Ah, the - the anchors were revisited depending on how they looked once they
loaded up of course.

Was there a - a person on the deck itself that’s expert in that kind of stuff that
was giving directions and saying okay we need to tighten up number two, but
number eight looks great?

Umm, there were - there were people giving those directions...

Was it...

...the def- ah, can’t speak to the definition of expert...
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Sure.
...experience.

Who - who was the people that were doing that?
Ah - ah, there were multiple people, ah, assisting with that, um, it’s weird...

Okay.

...(Glen)’s calling us the shots there, um - ah, (-), _) as

well were on site.

Those guys are from other areas?
Correct.

Yeah.

Um, they’ve got, ah, substantially, ah, more experience than I have, um, in the
- in - in that - that aspect, um, so they were also assisting.

So this is a hypothetical and you might not have an answer but I’'m asking
anyway, you have this incident in July, clearly thing are in your opinion not as
structurally sound as they once were, ah, you have 300,000 fish in there, why
weren’t they harvested in July...

B

...1s there a reason?

...Idon’t know.

Okay then let me ask you this, beings you been in the net pen business for a
while, if you fish in July that scheduled to be harvested in September roughly,
1s there a lot of growth between those two months that...

Um, a lot...

Okay.

...ah - ah, you know, without, um - um, without the information in front of me
I can’t tell you...

Sure.
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...the exact weight that would be gained, um, however, ah, just a couple
months period - just a couple months’ time would not result in, ah, massive
gain of growth.

Right, right. Could it - could’ve - ah, in your opinion - professional opinion
could - the fish have been harvested in July and they still would’ve been
healthy and good enough for market?

Yes.

Okay. Was there any discussion of that being done...

Um...

...that you know of anyway?

...ah, it was - it was, ah, brought up and discussed, um, and, ah, again the farm
itself was deemed safe for operation.

Okay.

My direct at that point was to...

Sure.

...to (unintelligible).

Sure, sure. Were you part of the discussions, ‘cause obviously when
something like this goes haywire, there are certain protocols that have to be
done including notifying that State of Washington, ah, and several different
agencies that are involved ‘cause I looked at the amount of permits for these

kind of things and there’s a lot of permits for this stuff.

Yeah.

Were you part of the discussions on what was - people were gonna be told
about what happened?

I was not.
Okay. Did you over hear the conversations about...

About...
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...what was...

...about how to respond...

Yes.

...and what to report?

Yes.

Um - ah, no.

Okay. Never heard anybody talking about that or...

Um, sounds kind of, ah - I’m sorry that seems a little vague.

Sure let’s do it like, eh, obviously they’re gonna report something to the State
of Washington...

Of course.

...and just - let’s just say the state as a whole...

Of course.

...they’re gonna report something, you were not part of those conversations of
we should tell them this happened or we tell ‘em that happened?

On no.

You weren’t part of that?

I was not.

Did you hear anything about that?

Um, no.

Okay. Let’s talk about _), um, obviously he was your direct
supervisor at that time of this incident, how ) to work for?

Um - ah, myself?
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Yeah.
Personally I did not have a very good relationship with (-)
Okay.

...um, I had actually been looking for employment elsewhere, um, for, um,
sometime...

Okay.
...(unintelligible) ah - ah, well the (unintelligible) I been semi-actively looking
for employment simply because, ah, I did not have a good relationship with

(Ennis), um, I know other - other people seem to get along with him.

Was it a personal issue or was it a business issue or - can you give me some
description?

Um, it was, ah - I did not respond well nor did I, ah, respect his personal
management style.

Okay. Was he hardcore or...
Ah, he’s pretty hardcore guy.
And hard on people?

Um, from what I have seen yes.

Okay. And in your opinion when - in July this incident occurs, how do you
think his management went - did he know what he was doing?

Um, I can’t speculate on that...

Okay.

...he - he - he responded and - and took lead...
Okay...

...S0.

But were - were the decisions he was making, do you think in your opinion
after being out there for 10 years whatever it is 12 years, were they sound
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decisions?

Um, regarding responding to the...

The incident itself yeah.

...incident - um - ah, (-) had, ah - ah, substantially more experience
than I did on aquaculture in the real world, um, so, ah, I would have to say
that he was basing decisions on experience.

Okay. Was any panic or any...

Ah - um, 1t was a pretty dynamic event initially...

Sure.

...s0 of course everybody was, you know, it was...

Well there’s gonna be some chicken with the head cut off.
...kind of whirl winds...

Yeah.

...for a while, um - ah, I think, ah, with everybody of course...

Sure.

...um, but, um - um, as I said he - he took lead at that one...

Okay.

...and, ah, gave orders.

Ah, when you were in charge of course of the whole system doing your - your
own stuff, was he a hands off guy or was he a micro manager, was he in
between?

Um,

What would you call it?

...he was - I, um, probably in between...
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Okay.

...you know, um - ah, he would, ah, require frequent communication...
Okay.

...um, was not, um, wasn’t like at the farm every other day or anything...
Okay.

...um, you know, but there was, ah, definitely required at least with
communication.

Was he aware of the, ah - ah, problem I’ll say with the net cleaning, um, on
site number two at the time of the July incident?

Um, I would have to think he was.

Okay. Did you communicate to him at any point that this is a problem - we’re
having problems?

Um - ah, definitely the issues with our net washers being down.

‘Cause I've seen - I’ve seen your weekly reports and I noticed in the part
where you can type, that it says multiple occasions, multiple weeks in a row,
this machine’s down, this machine’s down...

Right.

...this machine’s not working, but this machine’s down...

Right.

...and I don’t have 1t with me, but is that the way you were communicating, is
that something he reviews?

Ah, yes...

Okay.

...they’re officially directed to him, um - ah, as well as likely, ah, retrieved, ah,
I’m sure they’re retrieved text messages and emails between himself, (-) or

- or with those parties included...

Okay.
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...um, you know, ah, briefing everyone.

Were you telling him what’s going on and what’s happening?

This my MPS still down...
Right.
...um, you know, can you get up you - there’s definitely some communication.

Okay. So let’s talk about after July. July occurs you guys get the set - the pen
set back up and everything’s as good as it’s gonna get at that point...

Mm-hm.

...what is done between then and let’s say 27th, 28th, when you have it back
on line, things were going again, and the roughly 19th of August? So you got
roughly just under a month there, what were you guys doing on that - ends
themselves at that point?

Um, once the - once the site was, ah, as we stated earlier the chains were
installed and some backup safety - safety chains were installed, ah, at that
point in, ah - so during the - during the July - ah, right after the July incident
happened into the - the, ah, subsequent days while we were trying to get it
secured, um, we were washing on site too.

Okay.

So we brought all available net washers over and so there’s staff washing
from sun up to sundown, washing nets, spreading out clear (unintelligible).
Um, so that was done until we make our way through every net wall, um, and
the (unintelligible) net. Ah, at that point, ah, the site had been secured - ah,
deemed secure and, ah, we then, ah, begin to (unintelligible) our other cages.

Okay. Cages on other sites?

Cages on other sites.

Got 1t. Okay so - so at that point, ah, let’s say you got hypothetically
everything’s secured on the 30th and I’m just saying hypothetically, how long
after the 30th did it take to clean all the nets and pen two?

Um, they were cleaned around that - that same time...
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Okay so...

...if while - while we were securing and once it was secured, we were still
mnstalling chains and putting feed systems - ah, getting feed systems, so depth
and everything, all that while, ah, staff was washing.

Okay. So while it’s being secured you guys were cleaning it too?

Yes.
Got it okay I understand.

Once we, ah - once we were able to - that’s right around (unintelligible) first
responses was to get net washing units over to try and (unintelligible)

Right because it’s - clearly it’s been dragging that’s the reason things got
loose would you say?

Um, well I would say that, ah, clearly any - any - any reduction to the drag
would help...

Okay.

...so that was (unintelligible).

Ah, how about the bottom of the net, did the bottom of the net get done?
Umm, the bottom of those nets, ah, did not get washed.

Okay. So, ah, just the - just the four corners of each cage, the walls - separate
walls?

The walls...
Okay.
...were.

But not the bottoms?
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Okay. And what else did you guys have done? Did you get around to a second
time of cleaning that before?

Um, no I don’t believe we did.

Okay. Okay. Did you, ah, ask any of the divers what the bottom of the nets
looked like?

Umn, they reported that they were fouled.

They were fouled and did you report this upstairs?

Um, I did.

To (Ennis)?

I believe so.

And what was his response to the, ah - the bottom of the pen being...
Ah, L.

...dirtier...

...don’t...

...bio fouled?

...I don’t recall his response.

Okay but you did make him aware of it that this is not being done. Was there a
reason the bottom wasn’t done, it 1s just too much time?

We were addressing other - other cages as well...

Okay.

...getting ready at the same time.

On - on the other sites?

Yes.
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Okay - all right. So the priority was getting the walls, ‘cause obviously flow is
coming through. Now on the bottom of the pen itself obviously the only way
you can - can you even get to the bottom of the pen, the - not - not the very
bottom, but the very underneath between it and the under net, can you get in
there at all?

Um - ah, very difficult, very dangerous...

Okay.

...I would mnvest...

Right.

...ah, staff to - to diver (unintelligible).

So is there ever a time that you remember that the bottom of that net - the
very, very bottom, not the predator net, but the very, very bottom of that was

ever cleaned?

Um, no I - I don’t think, actually washing the complete underside was not,
ah...

Okay.

...I 1magine that (unintelligible).

How - how about the - how about the predator net undemeath there?

No.

Okay - okay. Now the - outside the predator net would be a little easier
because you can do it from the outside of the cage and not - you know, you
wouldn’t be trapped between the two nets obviously.

Um, well there’s a depth issue there.

Oh is there?

Um, that being, ah, as far as...

For a diver?

...for the divers yeah.
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How - how deep are we talking about roughly?

Ah, approximately, um, 70 to 90 feet.

Okay. And what’s - I don’t know anything about that, ah...

That’s deep, um...

That’s ‘cause they were deep...

Consider deep especially in scuba...

Okay.

...and that the, um - the - the setup we had - the ability we had to dive, um,
that was, ah - that was pretty restrictive at that point, um, time is - time is short
at that depth, so...

Okay.

...the effectiveness of - of ...

Understood.

...it would be a nightmare.

So you have your predator net around, you have your fish pen net around as
well, how far down do they go in the water, what’s the depth on those?

Fish pens?

Yeah.

Um, they were 15-meter deep nets, ah...
Which 1s?

...from approximately...

Forty-five?

.45 feet...
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Yeah approximately...
...approximately...
i SUTe.

...um, so approximately 45 feet, the centers of the net, um, did have a little bit
of bag...

Sure.

...s0 at times, um, divers would run into a situation where they were down like
50 plus feet in the center...

Yeah.
...SO.

Okay. Ah, on the outside that predator net, how far does that predator net go
down?

Um, the weight system itself is hung at approximately 60 feet...
Okay.

...approximately 60 feet...

Sure.

...um, the webbing and the - the weight system - weight system, ah, mirrored
the walkways on the surface if you understand...

Yeah.

...what I’'m saying. So there are, ah, walkways on the surface in a grid like
pattern, at 60 feet there were weighted casings hanging in that same fashion.
Um, those casing were hung at 60 feet, ah, webbing in between them, um,
based on if there was some growth on it or just slack for your tide, that
webbing would hang down, ah, a little bit lower than 60 feet.

The, ah - were - was the MPI, the edema and the stingray able to reach the
very bottom of this - of the net ends? I mean not the - not the bottom, bottom,
but the - where the wall comes down and touches the bottom of the net, were
they able to clean all the way down there?
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Of the net ends?

Yes.
Yes.
Okay how about the predator net?

Um - ah, the stingray no, the edema and the MPI theoretically you could add
as much hose as you wanted to and extend them...

Sure.

...um, but after the transition from vertical to horizontal...
Obviously yeah.

...1t - it’s not effective...

Right but...

...1t’s not even designed to wash horizontally.

Sure it has the capability of reaching the bottom of the pred net, do you know
if it ever reached it?

Ah, the predator?
Yes.

Um, when we were washing the predator net, um, it would reach to the casing
depth.

Which 1s?

Approximately 60 feet.

Okay where it makes the curve?
Correct.

Got 1t okay. So it would go down almost all the way without doing the bottom
obviously?
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Right.

Got it okay. Ah, so let’s talk the actual - I have some photos here of the net
pens - and obviously I'm showing this picture, ah, as it’s taken by the State of
Washington, ah, do you know looking at that netting what that 1s?

Umn, that looks like grow out net...

Okay that looks like...

...s0 the fish pen.

Fish pen - got it. Okay is that the kind of growth you would expect to see...
Um...

...between July and August?

Ah, possibly.

Okay.

It would likely vary depending on the location of the - where...

Right.

...those webbings go from.

And the reason I ask that is because I - I talked to a scientist about this and she
says that muscles grow between six and eight months from, ah - to adult size
from zero to six or eight months depending on (unintelligible), and I - I talked
to her about this, and she was saying these are good size muscles obviously as
you can see from the picture, do you think that is an indication of being longer
than six or eight months by the size on this picture?

Um - ah, I don’t think so I mean if - if - ah, if scientists stated that that’s a
growth, then that’s probably the case. Um, I know just from experience that
during the summer months, that’s when the muscles came on...

Absolutely.

...and that’s when they started to grow, and it happened pretty rapidly. So I,
um - the question is do I think those were there longer than six to eight
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months, um, I don’t think so.

Okay. So - but my - my question is and I’m not asking you to be a scientist by
any means, don’t - don’t get me wrong - but what I’m saying is you’re - if ’'m
making this right, you told me that the nets were cleaned in July so - at the end
of July - end of July after the incident...

Um, yes, ah, I will say - ah, I will say that, ah, based on the scale of say one to
ten...

Sure.

...when we wash them during the July event...

Sure.

...they did not go back to a zero.

Okay where did they go then, that’s a good - good point?
They were probably down to like four...

Okay.

...three or four...

Okay.

...um, definitely, ah, substantial reduction in fouling, but, ah, by no means
were they...

That’s fair.
...you know...
That’s fair.

... cause some...

Okay. These are just more of shots of the - the netting as you - ah, ‘cause the
predator net is much smaller 1s it...

...ah, on webbing?
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...Jarger.

Larger?

Yup.

Ah, obviously...

The mesh setting is larger.

... cause it’s only holding back seals and sea lions and things...
Right.

...okay gotcha of course. Okay one was upside down so. Was that
(unintelligible)?

No.

(Unintelligible). Then - then - this is obviously a net they’re hauling out, these
are, ah - ah, muscles falling off there, ah, is - is this what you expected to see
if you saw this net, ah, this much material on it? These - this is the August
photos obviously...

Um...

...because they’re taking the nets (unintelligible)

...ah, nope they still appear fouled...

Okay.

...um, to a certain degree. Um...

And, eh - roughly do you have an idea of the square footage? Like if we just
laid that right here on the ground for the rectangle, what’s the square footage
roughly do you think?

Of the floor...

Yeah.

...or of the square footprint?
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Yeah if you put all the cages into one net and you said okay this is our
rectangle?

Of the whole system?

Yeah...

Oh, um...

...on site net two.

...yeah the site two, um, can’t - ah, I - I don’t recall.
What about just one - if we’re just doing one...
One cage...

...one cage?

...1s, um, 24 meters square...

Twenty-four meter square - okay.
...approximately...

Sure.

...] think that works out to like 79 sub feet so, eh, and when we discuss it
generally we call ‘em 80 feet wide - eight feet square...

Right 80 foot square okay.

...and then walkways between them were - ah, the perimeter walkways were a
little wider at I think 10 feet, ah, out rigor interior walkways were about seven
feet...

Right.

...S0...

Okay.

...you could get a general idea.
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Ah, this photo is the amount of muscles that are falling off there - they’re
putting ‘em 1n that, ah, bucket thing, dumping ‘em into that...

Mm-hm.

...like you can see - I don’t know if you’ve seen these before?
I have.

Okay. The bobcats loading ‘em up.

Yup.

Now these nets here this looks like predator net to me correct?
It does appear to be the pred net.

Okay and the pred net - and I took some pictures of it out at, ah, (-)
and the pred net I saw had a lot of material...

Mm-hm.

...ah, so 1t - and 1t - 1t didn’t look - I’m not scientist - but it didn’t look like to
me that it was that clean at the time, ah, are you sure that it got that clean that
you would say it was a four?

Um - ah, in that area.
Okay.

It was - it was cleaned during that event and the amount of fouling was
reduced.

Okay. So let me ask you this, and when you’re doing a - a cleaning - and just a
regular clean not this particular July one, but you’re going along and you’re
sending the MPI up and down, 1t’s doing its thing, it’s cleaning the nets, how
are you determining when it’s clean?

Um, well, ah, we would use, ah, the visual observation. Um, so if you could

see that from the surface if you could see fouling in front of the unit, and then
see it in the back...

Okay.
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...all right so if appeared cleaner as they’re - as they’re cleaning, um, based on
the divers’ reports, um, and how heavily fouled one area or net wall was, we
may spend, um, and instruct the washer to spend more time on that wall.

Sure.
Ah, more time being more passes in one place...
Yeah.

...um, if it did not appear that - that fouled, ah, then we, ah, limit the passes
(unintelligible).

Is there a written report diver’s do that they come up, they get done, fill out,
we saw cage 235 northeast and south were heavily fouled, do they write those
things down or how does it work?

Um - ah, any time the divers are in the cages, um, there’s a field data sheets
listing mortality and, um, classification of mortality...

Okay

...um, those sheets would also be used to make random notes by the divers,
um, whatever they report to their tender, ah, there’s also a DPIC sheet, ah,
which is a dive, ah - dive person (unintelligible) - it’s our dive log, um, so
among various other, ah - among various other details of the dive, ah, there
was a section for comments. Um - ah, so that - that section was available...

Okay.

...1f they felt they needed to make a comment.

Right. If - if - as you’re - let’s say you’re in charge of net pen two, when they
come up do they tell you hey 235 really needs a lot of work or 250 needs a lit-
little work...

Umn...

...or do they write it down and you wait and get the report later - how’s it work
that way?

Ah, there were times when that conversation - ah, generally daily we’d have a
conversation about results...

Okay.
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...at times they would mention this, um, you know, this net’s starting to get
heavy, this one is - this area needs to be hit..

Gotcha.

...(unintelligible).

Okay - all right. Like do you ever remember reading it too in a - in a diver’s...
Um...

...report or 1s it mostly verbal?

...1t - it was mostly verbal.

Okay. Ah, (unintelligible) - I guess here can you determine what type of net
that 1s?

No that’s like a - a grown out net - so an actual rearing net...

Okay.

...for fishing.

Okay. Ah, let’s see here (unintelligible). Then I have some - some documents
that you, ah, taken part - ah, part in I should say - so this is an email from, ah -
I’'m reading, ah, 4253 - 0004253 and it’s Ju- July of 2016...

Okay.

...and 1n it - in here that email if you wanna take a look at it, but...

This 1s?

2016.

20167

Yeah.

Okay.

So you guys are doing the nets swaps obviously...
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Right.

...at that point...

Yup.

...and then...

Okay yup.

...does that sound - make you, ah, trying to say, ah, side two it says as it is in
the most critical condition, are you talking about at that point, ah, that the nets

are fouled?

(Unintelligible). Um, I don’t believe I’m re- no I - I don’t - that’s a long time
ago...

Sure.

...I don’t recall, ah, exactly, ah, given the date, ah, and that we had received
fish just a few months prior in the clean nets, um, that’s likely, ah, relating to,
um, a fish condition itself.

Oh okay itself.

That would be my, ah - be my guess.

It says here as for net swaps which would densities - I’'m sorry - densities not
an issue and mortality low on site three, I would like to swap site two first as it
1s in the most critical condition. My only concem is fish size and if there
(unintelligible) to handle the swap...

Mm-hm.

...1s that what you mean by critical?

Umn, yes.

Okay, okay. You work with a gentleman named _) is that

correct?
I do yes.
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Yeah.

...right at the time, ah, he was raft supervisor for number two is that correct?
That’s correct yes.

Okay so in his capacity was he in charge of cleaning nets?

Um, he was in charge of monitoring cleaning...

Okay.

...ah, monitoring the staff, ah, the raft supervisor’s capacity is mainly to
monitor the daily activities, ah, take directives from the facility manager...

Sure.

...um, and - and make sure that operations, um, proceed.

Right because I see - I, ah, found the, ah - obviously the net management
section, this is his job description and on this, ah, I’'m on 002493 - if you just
wanna take a look at that real quick that page.

Um, I’m familiar with this page yes.

Okay. And can you give me just - you don’t have read every word for it, but
like an outline of what that means to you?

Um, it means, ah, being aware of and stressing the importance of net
cleanliness.

Right and I’ve - I’ve seen your, ah - not your but the - seem to me there’s a
monthly meeting where everybody gets - all the managers get together...

That’s correct.

...and talk about - was net hygiene as, ah - spoke about as much as I see it in
those monthly reports?

Unm, that - that was.
Was it, ah - like would you call it a - a point of emphasis?

Uh-huh.
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Okay. Now forgive me if this sounds weird, but if the management above you
1s saying keep your nets clean, but they don’t have - they’re not giving you the
equipment or fixing the equipment to get clean, are you throwing your hands
up in the area and telling ‘em I’'m going as fast as I can or, ah, is it even
registering upstairs that this is not happening as quickly as it should?

Um, I don’t know...

Okay.

...what’s registering upstairs...

Sure.

...ah, I know that, ah, at that point, um, it was likely stated and we were doing
what we could with what we had.

Sure. Were you the only person that having that pen cleaning problems?

No.

Okay. Were there other managers, ah - fac- facility managers such as yourself
that were saying the same sort of things...

...upstairs?

...I know the issues regarding, ah, net ma- net cleaners themselves and issues
of down time was...

Yeah.
...ah - um, not unique to Cypress.

Okay. Were there any other facilities that had a similar issue as
(unintelligible) two?

Unm, as far as?
Breaking loose.

Oh, um, I believe Bainbridge Islands, ah, prior to the July incident had, ah,
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some large issues...

Okay.

..um, I don’t recall it being, ah, anywhere near as severe as site two.
Was that Clam Bay?

I think so yup.

Ah, do you remember a rough timeframe when that happened?
Idon’t.

Okay. But you know that Clam Bay had similar issues, maybe not as
extensive, but had some issues. Was there - ah, go head.

I know there had been a (unintelligible) failure...
Okay.

...ah, I don’t recall, um - and that was not included in, ah, any, ah - any results
or any, um - any explanation of why...

Okay.
...ah, I don’t recall exactly what that was.

And who was the, ah - the manager of I guess that’s Bainbridge then - who’s
the manager like in your position there, who was that at the time?

Um, I - ah, there had been, ah - ah, a bit of - fair amount of - a substantial
amount of turnover...

Okay.

...at the Bainbridge farm, um, so I think at that time, ah, _) had

maybe been put in position...

Okay.

...at that point, and, um, _) possibly, but - again I can’t recall

when they were put in that position...

No I understand that.
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Sure. But there was some turnover at the time?

Ah, there was some turnover for a few years there...

Okay.

...finding a good manager that was a good fit, ah - um...

Okay. Thank you.

Yes.

Is that all you know about Clam Bay? Okay. Um, let’s see we’re gonna look
at, ah, 24092 here and this is from May of 2017. So this is a month before the
- yeah - or two months excuse me - before the July incident, rough - yeah
almost to the date, um, and the net at - at that time was, ah, dirtier than - than
two and one is that correct...

Um - ah, just...

...according to this?

According to that yup.

Okay. So - and as you stated earlier - this kind of backs up what you said
earlier, that you were concentrating on three at that point...

That’s correct.

...trying to get that - how long did it take you to do all the net in three to get
that cleaned up and moved back?

Abh, it varies...

Okay.

...ah, I - I can’t put an exact amount of time. Depending on, um - depending
on available equipment, the staff availability to handle the level of - of

fouling, um, it may take longer.

Okay, all right. Ah, I’1l go on to, ah, 71327, this is from July - this is actually



2251
2252
2253
2254
2250
2256
2257
2258
2259
2260
2261
2262
2263
2264
2265
2266
2267
2268
2269
2270
2271
2272
2273
2274
2275
2276
22
2278
2279
2280
2281
2282
2283
2284
2285
2286
2287
2288
2289
2290
2291
2292
2293
2294
2295

R - R

&

e

R R Z

INTERVIEW WITH
Interviewer:
6:48 pm
Case #1000-0492
Page 51

July 10th of 2017, and at the bottom there you’ll see I highlighted that...
Mm-hm.

...almost caught up with net hygiene, planning on start floors next week, did
you ever get to the floors?

Um, no we were - I - I don’t believe so, I think at this point we were moving
to site two...

Okay.

...and 1t’s almost caught up. We had moved through site one, and moved
through site three, and were working on getting caught up...

So that was the order you were going at one, three, two, one or three, two, one
basically?

Yeah I believe so...

Okay.

...as I recall, I know that site two was the last in line.

Okay. Ah, just - this is an easy one - this is you talking to (H)
over at, ah - ah, I'm sorry, ah, the title company - I’m sorry all of a sudden I'm
going blank - ah, Harley Marina I’m sorry...

Yup,

...and so you’re the - according to this email you - you were the one that kind
of said hey get Harley Marina over here?

Um, I was, ah, in communication with them as well...
Okay.

...yes.

Not that there’s anything wrong with that I think it’s probably appropriate in
that situation. Ah, another - another one here from July 24th, ah,

), you’re cc’d on this - lost at least five anchors, how many do you
estimate you guys lost on that initial?

Um, this was July, ah, approximately, um, 12, 14...
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Okay.
...um, more than five.

Ah, here you write - this 1s, ah, 46274, here this is an email on the 31st is
saying basically thank you to all for the help, do you recognize that?

I do.
So you had multiple folks come from multiple sites to assist on this?
That’s correct.

So would you consider the - the July incident, a fairly substantial incident?

Yes sir.

Okay. Ah, all - would you consider it getting close to - and I wanna say out of
hand, but that’s not the right word, but like to the point where it was gonna
fail like it did in August?

Um, it was, ah, as severe a situation as I have experienced...

Okay.

...at that time.

Okay.

Um, and it was, ah, I believe you seen pictures, it was - it was very
catastrophic initially.

Okay. Let’s just step forward then, so we talked a little bit about what you
guys did between July and the August incident, let’s talk about August, ah,
describe for me your situation on - and it’s roughly the 19th or the 20th of...
Yes.

...go head.

Um, similar to July, ah, this was after normal work hours, um, I believe it was
a Saturday I think, ah - um, approximately - well I can’t, ah - I can’t speak to
the time exactly, but it was, ah, late afternoon, I believe I received a phone
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call, ah, the weekend staff had left the farm - ah, just left the farm, and I
received a call from the overnighter at that point, ah, at that time is was
), um, and, ah, he had limited - eh, his English was limited, um,

but he was able to clearly make out site two was moving, ah, and that, um -
ah, there was video, um, definitely. So at that point of course I contacted

right away. Um, I contacted ), ah, ); (-),
my assistant manager here at the time, ), ah, ), um, and, ah,
stated we need to respond, ah, went down (unintelligible), headed out to the
farm, I was probably there an hour or so within an hour after the initial call.
Um, arriving in the bay it appeared that the farm had moved considerably, ah,
and 1t was immediately clear to me that this was more drastic then July, given
the proximity it was and out to site one, um, as the (unintelligible) the
walkways.

Well that’s a good question, I’m gonna stop you at that. You had the July
incident and you said it clearly moved, how close would you estimate was site
one at that point in July?

Um, a couple of yards...

Okay.

...maybe.

That’s good. And then on - in August how close was it you - would you say?
Initially...

Yeah.

...that first day...

Like when you showed up yeah?

...um, a little closer...

Okay.

...Imeannot-I-TIcan’t..

Still several hundred yards but a little bit closer than it was in July?

Yes.

Got 1t okay.
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Um...

And did it progressively get worse?
It did.

Okay.

Yes.

But...

Um, so, ah, after arriving on site, ah, if I recall correctly the first thing we did
was - same as before, um, again trying to remove equipment, um, fuel - the
fuel containment equipment, generators, um, feet - I just started pulling stuff
off the site as best we could. Um, (-), ah, made his (unintelligible) out
there by late afternoon, um, and, ah, then he - he took over.

Okay.

At that point, over the next - over the period of the next few days we
attempted to get it into place, however, ah - ah, the tides were an issue, ah,
there was very little slack period on the exchanges. Um, so the exchanges,
instead of having the slack period to actually do anything, the tide switched
and ran the other way. So over the next couple of days the site itself just
continued to deteriorate.

Okay.

Um, many times it was deemed - deemed unsafe for staff to even be on site,
so, um, the August events deteriorated quickly, ah, to a point where it become
a salvage area.

Okay. When the, ah, site begins to collapse like it did, ah, what would you
deter- what would you - on that scale we talked about earlier, how would you
say the net pens looked at August - that July - oh sorry - that site two net pen
set, what would you say on a scale of one to ten again?

Um, I don’t recall exactly, um, likely from visual, ah, surface observations
they were - depending on the location, I know the floors were - had not been

addressed...

Okay.
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...the walls were probably in the area of a five.

Okay. In the normal - let’s say everything’s being cleaned, everything’s going
well, you’d say it was a two on a normal day?

Ideally...

Okay.

..um..

Okay.

...somewhere there.

Zero would be a brand new net obviously...
Zero would be (unintelligible).

Got it - okay. And then, ah, but the bottoms had not been addressed at all is
that correct?

Umm, the bottoms of the site two nets were not addressed after the July incident
no.

Okay, all right. Okay. So then at some point obviously you guys realize that
this thing 1s gonna be a total loss, was there any, ah - what’s the - what’s the
timeframe from initial - the oh crap moment when you get there and
everything’s breaking loose for you, and all right this is a total loss - what’s
that timeframe? Is it a days, half a day’s...

Um, I don’t recall exactly...

Okay.

...um, it was apparent...

Was there...

...fairly, fairly soon.

Fairly soon?

Yeah...
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Okay.

...probably like a couple days.

Was there any decisions like right away just to start getting fish out of there?
Um, yes I know that was discussed and, um, I know that, um - ah, ideas were
discussed and, ah, our harv- harvester, um - ah, was brought in as well as, um,
I believe there was, ah, communication with other (unintelligible) to see what
kind of options we had...

Right.

...pretty much.

Okay. Were the fish as far as you know still intact at that point, I mean the net
ends still intact for the fish at that point?

Some were and some were not...
Okay.

...um, as the site deteriorated, um - ah, our options for - for pens, cages -
individual cages were accessible, ah, decreased...

Was it...
T
...Just accordion like we talked about?

Kind of yeah so the first day, ah, cage 215 and 225 was the most severely hit,
like when I responded the walkway had broken free, there was some issues
there. Um, as the tides - every time the tide switched it just continued to get
worse. First we had eight cages so we could kind of work around and
(unintelligible), and then we had six and these were deteriorating rapidly. And
then just it...

With each tide?
With each tide cycle it just progressed and became worse.
I got it okay, all right. Um, obviously we know that the - the aftermath that if -

a bunch of fish got out, um, how are they accounting for how many fish got
loose, how many fish they can - were able to capture and how many they were
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able to harvest with the harvester?

Umn, the harvester itself, um, counts were being done, ah, as they were coming
across the table, ah...

Okay.

...so this was a vacuum pump, the pumps pull out of the cage...

Sure.

...they were across the table and shoot some pictures and stuff...

Yeah.

...s0, um, so there was generally, ah - ah, numbers that was, ah, trying to count
them, ah, as best they could as they went across the table. Um, other than that
I don’t know how they were counting.

Okay.

I don’t know how they were (unintelligible) anything up when physically
(unintelligible)

Sure, ah, do you - were you any part of that counting or anything like that?

Um - ah, there was - there were - a day or two there were a couple of times
when I may have sat down...

Okay.

...ah, when I sat there and helped count...
So you...

...fish that went across the table.

In your opinion was the fish accounting part of it accurate or as accurate as
could be?

Um - ah, no.

Okay what do you think was the problem?
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Um - ah, there was one point, ah, that I recall, um, recording the number of
fish, um, and I believe that number that was reported and, ah, elevated on the
report form.

Who was filling out the reported forms?

Ah, I believe that was _

Okay. So - and I’'m using a hypothetical number here - let’s say you counted a
thousand fish that day, ah, what was the elevation - how much?

I don’t recall exactly.

Was it a large amount of elevation so it doubled the number, it tripled the
number?

It was, ah - it was a substantial amount.

Substantial amount of fish that were not actually being counted, but were
being told to state officials?

That’s correct.

Okay. Now do you - was there anybody else participating in that activity
besides Mr. ) or is it - was it just guys like you that gave him numbers
and those numbers went elevation?

As you just stated.

Okay. Got it. Were other people aware of this elevation occurring?

Idon’t know.

Okay. You didn’t talk to anybody else like another guy that was doing the
counting?

Um, no.

Okay. How did you know that this was occurring?

Um, I - I saw it.

Okay. So he - you gave him a number of 10,000 let’s say and he writes down

20,000 - I’'m using hypothetical numbers here - he writes down 20,000, do you
call him out on this?
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I do not.

Okay. But you see him visually changing the numbers is that correct?

Yes.

Okay.

Yes.

Okay. And how many times would you estimate you saw this happen?

I only recall this, ah, one time in particular...

Okay.

...I'was not involved in counting, ah, a lot. Um - ah, shortly after the August
situation, um, Mr. ), ah, ), a couple other guys, um - ah,

), kind of took over the salvage effort and what not, I was, ah -1-1 -
not stepped away, but I removed myself to, um, maintain the other two farms.

Sure.

So I had - I had a normal crew to manage, ah, from day to day and - and look
after the sites...

Got it.

...and the other cages. Um, so I - shortly after the August incident, ah, my -
my capacity was limited as far as that operation.

Sure. But can you tell me about the individual incident you saw?

Umm, I recall, ah, counting some fish going across the table, um, went back, ah,
reported that number, ah, to (-) and that number was inflated on the
report.

Are we talking like a lot of inflation here?

Um, substantial...

Okay.



2656
2657
2658
2659
2660
2661
2662
2663
2664
2665
2666
2667
2668
2669
2670
2671
2672
2673
2674
2675
2676
2677
2678
2679
2680
2681
2682
2683
2684
2685
2686
2687
2688
2689
2690
2691
2692
2693
2694
2695
2696
2697
2698
2699
2700

-

R xR r R

s

2

R xR xR xR xR xR P

INTERVIEW WITH
Interviewer:
6:48 pm
Case #1000-0492
Page 60

...I don’t recall the exact numbers...

Okay.

...um, but I do recall this and that.

Okay. And did you see him write it down?

Um, I don’t recall if I saw him write i1t down or not...
Okay.

...um, I believe so. This was some time ago, um...
I understand - no, no.

...memory is a little vague...

No I get that that’s okay...

AR

...I appreciate it. Um, but he was the only one in charge of the, ah, overall
count is that correct?

I believe so.

I mean there was guys like you doing this count here, but then when it
funneled it just went to him?

I believe that’s the case...
Okay.

...yes.

And those are - are - were those the sheets that were turned over to the State
of Washington?

I assuming so...
Okay.

...I-Tdon’t know exactly.
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You (unintelligible) that’s fine. Okay. Was there any other activity that you
saw occurring during this time that made you uncomfortable?

Um - ah...

In terms of possible illegal activity for covering up things or anything like that
- just that incident?

This - the incident that I just stated to you is the only thing that, ah, stood out
to me...

Okay.
...um, yes.

No I appreciate your honesty on that that’s - that’s helpful. Ah, any thoughts
on why the August incident occurred?

I can speculate (unintelligible).

That’s fine.

I don’t know how helpful that would be in that, you know, don’t wanna
speculate, ah, but however, um, the site itself - the condition of the site was,
ah, compromised...

Okay.

...which I think is clear from the pictures (unintelligible).

Okay.

So it was...

Ah, already like in a weaken state...

Right.

...and then, ah, obviously it had some drag on it from the net ends, ah, and
then, ah - do you think that exoskeleton actually worked or do you know
enough about it to say?

I don’t know enough about it to say...

Okay.
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...to be hon- you know I’m not an engineer.

Sure neither am I - T get that okay.

It sounded good when we wrote it on there.

I don’t know it - that was way out of my league on that kind of stuff. Okay,
ah, well I think I’ve run you in the ground pretty good here. Um, I mean that
1n a positive way, ah, you’ve been very helpful. Ah, (unintelligible) talk about
tensioning - oh another thing I was thinking about...

Yeah.

...did the Colombo on you there, one more question, ah, I don’t know if you’re
old enough to remember that the - ah, why do they (unintelligible)?

Um, I as I stated earlier, um, I had been actively looking for employment
elsewhere...

Okay.

...um, my main issue was my personal numbers. So it was my relationship
with ) - my working relationship with -)

Sure.

.um...

Okay.

...ah, it wasn’t - it was a toxic environment for me, it was unpleasant...
Sure.

...um, for many reasons...

Sure...

.um...

Okay.

...and so I was pursuing employment elsewhere.
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Ah, you said you - ah, I think you said the, ah, Octoberish you left maybe
Novemberish, and it’s not a firm date, but something in that area?

Something like that I only remember I began - ah, I started at, ah, (Lower) Sea
Craft mid-December...

Okay.

...um, and I took a little time in between.

So let’s say November roughly.

Yeah.

Yeah. Ah - ah, was it the combination of these accidents or incidents I should
say they are, and the working environment that was pushing you out the door,
or do you feel like you were being blamed by management at all for the
incidents that happened in July and August?

Idon’t...

Okay.

...no, um, I - ah, I was given more than adequate support in my opinion during
the events...

Right.

...um, and, ah, they did not - those events and, ah, anything related to them did
not affect my decision...

Okay.

...as I had been looking, ah, prior to this.

Got it - okay. Is there anything else, ah, that we haven’t discussed - I know we
discussed a lot of stuff - but is there anything that you can think of, ah, that I
should know about at this time - and this doesn’t have to be the only time we
talk either?

Um, off the top of my head no...

Okay.

...I feel like we covered...



2836
2837
2838
2839
2840
2841
2842
2843
2844
2845
2846
2847

INTERVIEW WITH

Interviewer:
6:48 pm
Case #1000-0492
Page 64
Q: Okay then...
...everything.
Q: ...then, ah, I think what we’re gonna do is go off the record now, it’s, ah, 8:09

- 2009, and we’ll - we’ll end it here.

The transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate
transcription.
Signed






